
A Message from Superintendent Cruikshank   

Dear NNCS Families, Friends, and Neighbors: 
 

I hope this Newsletter finds you taking advantage of the longer days that are becoming evident in 
our North Country.  While this winter was milder than most, I do enjoy seeing the sunshine.  I 
look forward to the continued lengthening of the days of spring.   
 

It is our desire to provide an environment in which our children will thrive.  This is why our    
faculty and staff have aggressively labored on targeted intervention and improvement strategies as 
outlined in the Board of Education Goals.  We’ve witnessed improvements in almost all areas of 
measurement as our initiatives have centered on academic, social/emotional, and the management 
of the District.  These improvements have been noteworthy but we recognize that systemic  
changes takes time and our work needs to continue.   
 

Having students involved with school functions and activities provides for a well-rounded,      
engaging school.  Opportunities abound for our children, be it sports, music, robotics, drama, art, 
or a depth of academic understanding in a content area, there’s a lot going on at NNCS.  We  
combine this with engaging theme events which enhance our civic understanding.  Kindness 
Week, Global School Play Day, and Reading Week are a few examples which bring our children 
into school with a smile.  There are many options for our children to be involved and engaged at 
school.   
 

During the next few months our district will be crafting a budget for the 2020-2021 school year.  
We take pride in our programming, but are also sensitive to the needs of our taxpayers.  We    
welcome input at our Board of Education meetings and I am happy to personally discuss the    
process and priorities with you.   
 

NNCS has always complied with and respected the regulating tax cap.  For the past seven years 
we have been diligent with our budgeting and have seen that the actual tax rate change per $1,000 
assessed has been about 0% due to factors including equalization and changes in assessments.  
This past year the community approved a budget which would have allowed the district to       
increase the tax levy by 1.29%, but our Board of Education decided to limit any tax levy increase 
to 0%.  This bold move was certainly appreciated.  For the 2020-21 budget, our Board is         
considering many factors which influence the tax levy.  Early indicators are that the tax cap will 
be 3.0% for the coming school year, but the Board has yet to establish any actual increase.  In the 
coming month we will be determining the school needs and our Board will be setting the budget 
for voter approval.  I encourage your participation in being an informed voter.   
 

As I continue my service to this District I am pleased by the dedication of our faculty and staff to 
the children of our community.  They have been excellent advocates for tomorrow’s leaders.   
Furthermore, I am impressed by the support shown for the school by families and community 
members.  NNCS is proof that collaboration is at the heart of a successful school.  I am proud to 
be your Superintendent and am pleased with this partnership between home and school.  I       
welcome your thoughts and encourage you to contact me. 
 

Embrace the power of working together:  School, Family, Community. 
 

Best Regards,                                                                                                                                 

Jamie Cruikshank                                                                                                                            
Jamie Cruikshank, Superintendent 
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Upcoming Days Off: 

 
3/15/20 
Half Day Staff Dev. 
 
3/22/20 
Full Day Staff Dev. 
 
4/10 - 4/17: 
Spring Break 
  
5/25: 
Memorial Day 
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It is difficult to believe but planning and preparation for graduation is underway.  June will be here before we 
know it.  One of the ways to recognize student achievement is by awarding scholarships.  Many young people 
leaving high school are nervous while at the same time excited about their future.  Not only does a scholarship 
recognize a student’s achievement, it also provides a bit of reassurance and assistance in beginning a new        
endeavor.  
 

Last year we were pleased to award more than 100 scholarships.  The support we have received from award and 
scholarship donors has been tremendous and we are very grateful for their support.  Some of our yearly      
scholarships are low in funds and would benefit from contributions.  Scholarship monies are kept in an interest 
bearing account in the district office; however, with time, some scholarships have been depleted.  If you are   
interested in contributing to any existing scholarship, please contact the high school or district office. 
 

If you are interested in starting a new scholarship, please contact Mrs. Robin Fetter, High School Principal.  
Starting or contributing  to a scholarship is an approved tax deduction. 

NEW YORK STATE REGENTS SCHEDULE FOR JUNE 

JUNE 2 
TUES 

  JUNE 17 
WED 

JUNE 18 
THURS 

JUNE 19 
FRI 

  JUNE 22 
MON ɸ 

JUNE 23 
TUES 

JUNE 24 
WED 

JUNE 25 
THURS 

JUNE 26 
FRI 

8:00AM   8:00AM 8:00AM 8:00AM   8:00AM 8:00AM 8:00AM 8:00AM   

U.S. History 
& Gov’t 

(Framework)* 
  

  English  
Language 

Arts 

U.S. History 
& Gov’t 

(Core 
Curriculum) 

Global  
History & 
Geography 

II 
(Framework) 

  
  

  Transition in 
Global 

History & 
Geography 

  
ɸ World  

Language 
Assessment 
suggested 
date/time: 
Locally 

developed 
Checkpoint 

A Exam 

Algebra II Geometry 
  
  
  

Physical 
Setting / 

Chemistry 
  

RATING 
DAY 

    12:00PM 12:00PM 12:00PM   12:00PM   12:00PM   
Uniform Admission 

Deadlines 
  

Morning Exams: 
10:00 a.m. 

  
Afternoon Exams: 

2:00 p.m. 
  

    Living 
Environment 

  

Algebra I 
  

Physical 
Setting / 

Earth 
Science 

  
  

  ɸ World 
Language 

Assessment 
suggested 
date/time: 
Locally 

developed 
Checkpoint 

B Exam 
  

  Physical 
Setting / 
Physics 
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REPORT CARD DAY/NIGHT 

THURSDAY, APRIL 30, 2020 

ELEMENTARY GYM 

1:00-3:00PM AND 6:00-8:00PM 

Students in grades 5-12 will be dismissed at 
10:30AM on this day.   

We look forward to seeing you at Report 
Card Day/Night! 

 

 

Upcoming Events:               

Musical                                                          
Fiddler on the Roof                                               
March 13 & 14                                             

Green & Gold Night                                                
March 19 

Report Card Day/Night                                               
April 30 

NYSSMA                                                                    
May 1 & 2    

High School Concert, 
Jazz Concert & Art 
Show                                               
May 19                 

Graduation                                                   
June 27 

2020 is a census year and April 1 is Census Day.  Every household will receive a census form via mail in    
mid-March.  The census is the official count of the population.  The U.S. Constitution requires the federal  
government to do a head count every ten years to determine the number of representatives each state will have 
in the House of Representatives.  Additionally, census data has many other uses that can benefit the Norwood-
Norfolk community. 
 
Schools benefit from an accurate census count.  Census data is used by the government to allocate funding for 
federal education projects, including school breakfast and lunch programs, special education programs, Title I 
literacy grants, and the Safe and Drug-Free School and Communities program. 
 
Other federal programs also distribute funds based on census data, including programs designed to benefit   
rural communities, unemployed workers, senior citizens and businesses.  The census is the most                 
comprehensive source of information for splitting up these funds.  Please help ensure a brighter future for our 
school and our community by filling out and returning your census form.   
 

We are counting on you! 

 



The staff at Norwood-Norfolk Central School selects students for their academic achievements, integrity and leadership 
in the school and throughout the community. 
 

Students selected for November include: 
 

Lance Bradley – Freshman.  He is the son of Allen and Julie Bradley.  Lance enjoys drawing and reading.  He is a 
member of the Indoor and Outdoor Track teams as well as the Cross Country team.  Lance is enrolled in Band, Studio 
Art, Honors Earth Science and Honors Geometry.  After high school he plans to attend a SUNY college or an out of state 
college for running.  He hopes to get a degree and earn a good living. 
 

Katie Cruz – Sophomore.  She is the daughter  of Tonya Lashomb.  Katie loves to read about dystopian societies 
with occasional love stories.  She also loves to write.  She enjoys working with children and listening to them; she      
believes it helps to build their social skills.  In her free time, Katie like to organize and decorate.  She plays softball at 
NNCS.  Right now she is focused on high school and earning her high school diploma.  After graduation she wants to 
become a psychologist. 
 

Sydney Daniels – Junior.  She is the daughter  of Michele Cutway and Tracy Daniels.  Sydney is interested in  
martial arts, science and making the world a better place.  She enjoys volunteering at the local library.  She also enjoys 
spending time with her friends, family, and pets.  Sydney participates in Varsity Soccer and Varsity Track and Field.  
She is also a member of Varsity Club, Spanish Club, National Honor Society, and Whiz Quiz.  She is the Class President 
of the Class of 2021.  Sydney plans to attend college to earn a degree in the STEM Field.  
 

Jaron Belmore – Senior.  He is the son of Laura Tyo and Derek Belmore.  Jaron’s interests include carp fishing and 
spending time with family and friends.  He also enjoys biology and math.  School activities that Jaron participates in are: 
Key Club (serving as the New York District Executive Assistant), Golf, National Honor Society and Travel Club.      
Recently, Jaron was accepted to St. Lawrence University.  He plans to attend SLU for four years taking pre-med courses.  
He would then like to move on to medical school to become a doctor.  
 

The Norwood-Norfolk PTSA solicits gift cards from local businesses for each student.  The businesses that donated are 
the Hotel Grande and Al Smiths of Norfolk and The Hometown Café and Lobster House of Norwood.  Also, the    
Teacher’s Association presents the senior student of the month with a gift card to the Clarkson Bookstore. 
 

 

 
Pictured above, top row: Ms. Cambridge, Katie Cruz,    Pictured above:  Ms. Cambridge and Senior Student 
Jaron Belmore, and Mrs. Fetter.                    of the Month, Jaron Belmore. 
Bottom row:  Sydney Daniels and Lance Bradley.     
   

 

 

HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS OF THE MONTH SELECTED FOR NOVEMBER 
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Students in grades 5-7 formed two teams and 
competed in this year's Lego Robotics City 
Shapers Challenge February 9, 2020 at Clarkson 
University. The competition has two parts; a 
robot competition and a project. This year our 
students chose two projects to help make      
Norwood beach more accessible to differently 
abled people. They presented their beach       
improvement ideas to the Mayor of  Norwood, a 
member of the Racquette River Lions Club, a 
student who has mobility difficulties, and the 
Director of the Norwood Beach. Team Beach 
Zone (Kaleb Frego Emersen Garrow, Jaren   
Garrow, Ethan Parker, and James Wilson)     
presented a walkway from the sidewalk into the 
water. Team Gizmo (Clint Crosbie, Olivia 
LeRoux and Sophia LeRoux) presented a family 
bathroom closer to the water with                                                                                            
appropriate changing benches and a                                                                                           
composting toilet for use by persons of all                                                                                  
abilities. 
 

Both teams did excellent with their presentations and robot performance. Team Gizmo won the Teamwork award for 
their excellent job working together as a team! Congratulations to both teams for a job well done! 

       

 

LEGO ROBOTICS CITY SHAPERS COMPETITION 



 
 
 
  

 
PARENT-TEACHER CONFERENCES 

The Elementary School Parent-Teacher Conferences will be held April 30th.  Students will be 
dismissed at 11:30.  Breakfast and bag lunches will be served.   
 
Also, please provide information if your child needs a change of transportation due to the early 
dismissals. 
 

 
SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR 

The Elementary School Library will be sponsoring the Scholastic Book Fair from April 27- 
May 7.  Families are invited to stop by during Parent-Teacher Conferences.  The Scholastic 
Book Fair will be open from 8:30AM – 3:00PM. 
 
 

NEW YORK STATE ASSESSMENT SCHEDULE 
    March 24 & 25 – Grade 3 & 4 ELA Assessment 
    April 21 & 22 – Grade 3 & 4 Math Assessment 
    May 20 – Grade 4 Science Performance Test 
    June 1 – Grade 4 Science Written Test 
 

 
                      READING WEEK 

Dr. Seuss would have turned 115 on Monday, March 2.  His birthday is not recognized as Read 
Across America Day.   It also kicks off our Reading Week this year which takes place March 2-
6.  Please join our school celebration of reading by spending extra time this week reading as a 
family and enjoying books.  Happy Birthday Dr. Seuss!   
 
 

GLOBAL SCHOOL PLAY DAY 
The elementary school once again joined Global School Play Day on February 5.  Throughout the 
building children played cooperatively and creatively.  Teachers were happy to witness kids 
talking, laughing, and solving problems kindly.  We appreciate the family support for this annual 
event!  All of the toys and games you allowed your children to bring to school for the day 
helped to make this day a huge success!  Children and adults said it was a spectacular day!  
There were no electronics, but there was a lot of fun as children used many important skills 
and played throughout the day.  We recognize the importance of play in child development and 
are happy you do, too! 
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LOST & FOUND 
Please check our Norwood-Norfolk Elementary School Facebook page and or the elementary 
lobby for any items your child has lost.  We have many items in Lost and Found.  Encourage your 
child to look through items on the table if he/she has misplaced something.  We like when 
things are returned to their owners.  It is very helpful if you write your child’s name on their 
belongings.  We check for names on items and return them when there is a name.  
     

 
 

January 27th-31st was the week of the Great Kindness Challenge.  Flyers approached this  
challenge with zeal. Celebrating kindness is right up our alley! It was fantastic to see even our 
youngest students pitching in and making this annual event spectacular and memorable!  Flyers 
from Pre-K to 12 spread kindness through actions ranging from high fives and sweet smiles to 
thoughtful notes and Kind Coins to build a school in Mexico. We embrace kindness throughout 
the year and enjoy our week of special focus on kindness during the Great Kindness Challenge. 
                              

                                                                                                               

                                      
  

                                                          VALENTINE’S DAY SURPRISE                                                       
The Extended Day students in grades 5 through 8 prepared a Valentine's surprise for students 
in grades 3 and 4. they went to the 3rd and 4th grade hall and implemented their surprise! 
They placed a valentine on all 3rd and 4th grade lockers.  

 

KINDNESS WEEK 
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EXTENDED DAY PROJECT 
 
Extended Day students have been problem 
solving with the help of Clarkson University 
students and LittleBits inventor kits. In the 
challenge shown students are creating a   
machine that will write.  

 
 
 

DISTRICT TRAUMA SENSITIVE TEAM 
 

 
 

THE HEALTH INITIATIVE’S CREATING HEALTHY SCHOOLS AND COMMUNITIES PROJECT  
 

Our District is coming to the end of a five year grant sponsored by the St. Lawrence County Health Initiative and Creating 
Healthy School and Communities Project. We have been able to purchase a few items through this grant that we would 
not have been able to budget for in previous years. The high school was able to get a new set of cross-country skis, a  
complete archery set, some updated fitness center equipment, and a portable food cart that allows students to purchase 
breakfast in the morning and snacks after school in the high school lobby. The elementary school was also able to recently 
purchase a set of cross country skis to add to the snowshoes that they received a few years ago, which will allow our    
students to begin skiing and snowshoeing  at an earlier age with updated equipment! Students, staff and community  
members have been very fortunate to be a part of this project. Thank you to the Health Initiative staff, especially Sarah 
Bentley-Garfinkel for this opportunity. All of these items were received from the Health Initiative’s Creating Healthy 
Schools and Communities Project, which is funded by the New York State Department of Health. 

The NNCS District Trauma Sensitive Team (DTST), pictured 
right, at a recent training event. There, the team developed an 
action plan to further support trauma sensitivity in the district. 
Soon, the team will seek information from faculty and staff 
about the strategies they teach to support students'               
self-regulation skills.  
 
DTST members, left to right: Carrie French, Amanda Ives, 
Michelle Waters, Jane Bishop, Ronny Diederich, and Sue 
Dodds.  



NORWOOD-NORFOLK CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 

 

Board of Education                                                Board Meeting Dates 
Board President:  Jonathan Hunkins           March 17, 2020  
Board Vice President:  Lisa Levison   April 20, 2020 
Board Member:  Robert Barlow   May 5, 2020 (Annual & Regular) 
Board Member:  James Dillon    May 19, 2020 (Vote)     
Board Member:  Suzanne Fiacco   June 16, 2020 
Board Member:  Artie Frego     
Board Member:  Stephen Markum     
Board Member:  Mary Ellen Todd    

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

2020-2021 BUDGET HEARING - MAY 5, 2020 @ 6:30PM, DISTRICT BOARD ROOM 
 

VOTING ON THE BUDGET/ELECTION OF BOARD MEMBERS - MAY 19, 2020 
12:30PM - 8:30PM, DISTRICT BOARD ROOM 

 

FOUR BOARD OF EDUCATION SEATS ARE UP FOR ELECTION: 
(3) THREE YEAR TERMS 

(1) ONE YEAR TERM 
 

Petition forms for a Board of Education position may be picked up in the District Office.  Petitions must state the 
name and resident of the candidate, must be signed by at least 25 qualified voters of the district, and must state the 
residence of each signer.  Completed petition forms must be returned to the District Office on or before April 20, 
2020. 
 

      VOTER QUALIFICATIONS: 
 

    A citizen of  the United States. 
  At lease 18 years of  age. 
   A resident of  the School District for at least 30 days.     
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